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Key ACOA Activities 


Policy, Advocacy, Coordination 


* Develop a contemporary policy framework for 


economic development in the Atlantic region, 


and work to 


velop a consensus around this 


as a basis for coordinated action by key economic 


takeh 


* Actively promote Atlantic Canada's interests 
With respect to national policies, programs, 


procurement 


* Work closely with partners to help coordinate 
economic development activities and functions 


in Atlantic Canada 


Access to Capital and Information 


* Increase employment and new business start-ups as a 


t of increased ac 
for Atiantic SME 


‘pital and Information 


Entrepreneurship and Skills Development 


* Increase opportunities for people to learn the 
process of becoming an entrepreneur and starting 
a business through entrepreneurship education. 
«Participate in programs addressing the special 
entrepreneurship needs of groups such as Aboriginals 
and youth 
* Enhance SME owner/operator management skill 
Innovation 
@ Assist In the development and commercialization of 


new technologies; enhance technc kills and 


Trade, Tourism, 
and Investment 


Ensure that more SMEs 


engage in export activity 


exporters) 
*Help increase profitability 


Investment and w 


the tourism sect 


*Increase number 
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export 


+Help existing exporters 
sell more, and to a more 


diversified market 


* Increase foreign direct investment (FDI) in the 
Atlantic region 


Community Economic Development 


*Help rural communities deve 


p and implement 


strategic plans to create self-sustaining economically 


viable communities 


*Expand access to 
government business 
ervices (financing 
counselling and 


information) 


* Develop alternative 


employment option 


in areas affected by the 


losure of the Atlantic 


groundfish fishery 
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To grow the regional economy from within, ACOA 

vill work to help individual businesses to maximize 

their potential through the incorporation of t 

management practices. Where needed ACOA wil 


The Honourable George Baker, P.C., M.P. also help make acce 


Minister of Veterans Affairs and Secretary of State 
Responsible for Auantic Canada Opportunities Agency 


pital more readily available 


gy, ACOA will continue to work in partnership 


with other federal departments, th 
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A message from the 
Secretary of State 


“In the speech from the Throne opening the Second 
Session of the Thirty-Sixth Parliament (October 
1999), the Government of Canada resolved to * To provide Canadian 


with an enhanced ACOA 


Strengthen the country by enhancing the quality of policy research and analysi 


capacity in support of creating 


life of Canadians. What this means spe ally for greater economic opportunitic 
in Atlantic Canada 
the Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency (ACOA) ae 


is a renewed commitment to building stronger rOpportir 


»wth and competitivene 


communities and a more dynamic economy in felinaanineretced wrecueisiart 


Atlantic Canada.” 
*To provide Canadians with economic opportunitie 


for rural Atlantic Canada through community-based 


economic development (CBED), 


*To ensure that ACOA’s re es are efficient 


and effectively managed and that administrative 


e in place to support 


management de aking, 


antability 


stional contro} 


s Development Pra 


Indirect Support to Businesses 


Canada Busine 


upport to cu 


COOPERATION Proj 


across Canada and provincial highways 


ACOA 2000-2001 


Planned Spending: 354.2"m 


* The government has allocated $2.65 billion for strengthening provincial 


and municipal infrastructure and will be consulting with other orders of 
overnment in the coming months to reach consensus on a multi-year 


plan to improve municipal infrastructure in cities and rural communities 


signed by the end of the year. 


Support to Businesses 


Policy, Advocacy, and Coordination 


Agreements are expected to be 


